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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE WASHINGTON VISIT OF NEA DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR WILLIAMS 

REF: OECD PARIS 28290 

1. NEA’S DEPUTY DIRECTOR WILLIAMS HAS SUGGESTED THAT 
SINCE IEA GOVERNING BOARD ACTION ON DECEMBER 19 WOULD 
APPEAR TO HAVE SATISFIED REQUIREMENT GIVEN IN DR. 

SEAMS' STATEMENT OF NOVEMBER 20 "THAT ONCE AGREEMENT 
HAS BEEN REACHED TO PROVIDE THE IEA WITH AN ADEQUATE 
STAFF TO SUPPORT ITS R&D PROGRAM. IT WOULD BE 
APPROPRIATE FOR THE US TO INITIATE DISCUSSIONS LOOKING 
TOWARDS FULL MEMBERSHIP IN THE NEA. CONSEQUENTLY 
WILLIAMS WONDERS IF IT WOULD BE TIMELY FOR HIM TO 
VISIT WASHINGTON IN FEBRUARY. IN ESSENCE HE HAS RE- 
INITIATED REQUEST IN REFTEL. PLEASE ADVISE MISSION IF 
WASHINGTON POSITION HAS CHANGED. 
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